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TEXT
Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard

The Curfesw vells the knell of parting day,

The loweing berd wend showly o'er the lea,

The ploughman hameward plads his weary way,
And Jeaves the werld to darknes and o me.

Mew facles the glimmering 11 evom the s

And all the air:ﬂmﬁnmm;:rd:. * ;
Save where the beetle wheels his draning figh,

And drowsy tinkings lull the distant folds:

Save: that from yander ivy-riansled tower .

The moping owl daes 1o the mon compliin L
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For them Re mede the blazing bearth shall bury
o busy howsewake ply her evening care-

po children run to iy dheir e recuem,
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Uhe enly sounds heard are the drommg of the beetle, the solt i

kliy
: ] g : g
sheep-hells, and the dismal hooting of the owl from the solitry iy«x._]]m:z of
" Li
EOWEE, d
II. The rude forefathers of the hamlet (Stanzas 4-7)
E:I‘.]_ulrg, 51:1_-11::-'.|:1c‘||:d by the graves of the ancestors of the village_f "
poct thinks of how, while alive, they used to be roused from sleep by i

; g . : ragrany
morning breeze, and chirping of birds, or the sound of the by

: ; £ 4 ers boe,
and how when they returned in the cvening from their toil iy gy, ﬁ':1|:|l

young ones vied o have their shares of caress from them. No 0w wil] g, I
R ey
return to pursue a life of humble but cheerful peasants, f

III. A warning to the rich (Seauzas 8-17)

The simple villagers, with their small joys and coleurless life, WEID gy
known to the world. Bue the rich and powerful men should noe laok dm;r-:,\
upon them; because all worldly glamour, grandeur power and riches ag bDlu].;i-
for the grave, Death is the great leveller, nuking ne distinction Letween thi
rich and the poor, the famous and the ordinary And once dead, ng Mam gy |
be brought back to life by any earthly effore or resourcefuliess of his Friends
and relacions. Gorgeows and costly monuments are 5 uscless in perpetuitis
the memary of the deceased, as humble graves,

5

IV. What these men might have been {Stanzas 12-19)

Perhaps the men buried heve had che germs of genius in them. Giveg the
scope and opportunity, they might have become great poets, statesmen a3
imporcant peaple of distinetion. But poverty nipped their talent even befase
the bud, and they spent their lives Tike neglected flowers and dried up Tivers,
Poverty, however, was a kind of blessing oo, It circumscribed both dysiy
virtues and vices. It prevented chem from growing great, but also ssved them
from the guilts and sins, like cruelty, dishonesty and shamelessness, which
often accampany men of positions. Far from the ignoble hurey and bustle of
urban life, they lived a peaceful, uneventul life,

V. The rude memorials over the graves ‘of dead villagers (sznz
20-23)

The poct muses on the rude and humble nemorials crected over the
graves, On these are inscribed immarime rhymes, names in poor handwrit-
mg, and, occasionally, lines from the Bible. Even poor and obscure human
beings want to be remembered afier death. The yearning for human sympi-
thy survives even after leaving this world. The crude rombstones are in thei
Way, a protest against oblivion.

y
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Elegy Written i 2 Country Churchyard 291

y1.The portrait of the poet who lived in this village (Stanzas 25-29)

If an interested passer-by wants to know about this rhymester, some old
Alager mAay mform him how the poce, a lover of Nature, spent his morning
alking in the sunay field and his noon by musing under a tree on the bank
fa flowing river. He would sometimes look disturbed and melancholy. After
ome days, absence from his habiryal outing, the old villager one day saw his
hody being carried to the churchyard to be buried there.

vil. The Poet’s epitaph (Stanzus 30-32)

It was writternn on his grave that the person sleeping here was a poor
shscure man, without fame or fortune, one who was given to melancholy by
wtwre; that Tie was a generous-hearted person who cried at other’s SOITOWS;
‘at he had acquired a fair amount ot knowledge, but was not ambitous. [t

wis also written that he had no fear of people’s Judgment; he only trusted
that God would know what his virtues and faults were

»and creat lam rightly
when he went to His abode.
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